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On Russell's return to London he was greeted with
the news that the Sunday Chronicle, in which he had
embarked a little of his very little fortune, was in a
desperate condition. Bankruptcy was inevitable. One
of the proprietors indeed tried to make a bankrupt of
the other, and when the case came into Court a casual
observation by the defendant that he was placed in
that predicament because he would not listen to the
attempts of Mr. George Hudson to bribe the paper,
produced a most unexpected effect The Railway
King had been dethroned; he stood in a modern
pillory exposed to the jeers of those whom his
former bounty had fed. The Times came out with
a leading article against the practices which were
laid to his charge, in bribing the Press to conceal
his evil deeds. Russell says that to the best of
his belief there was not the smallest ground for
the accusation against the Sunday Chronicle. But the
Times article provoked still further the dissensions
of the partners, and threats of corporal chastise-
ment and cartels of defiance eventually ended in
proceedings at Bow Street, where the partners
were bound over to keep the peace. Thus was
heralded the crash of the unfortunate journal which
at one time had every appearance of a prosperous
careen

The indignation against Hudson was overwhelmed
only by the rising tide of indignation against the
Pope's aggression. The odium theologicum was un-
usually bitter, and the war between Low Church,
Broad Church, and Ritualists was conducted with
unrelenting severity. In December, 1850, Russell
accompanied a deputation from the Universities to
present a no-Popery address to the Queen at Windsor.